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But Andersen was destined to become a talented Danish author of fairy tales and children s stories himself,
writing popular stories like The Little Mermaid and The Ugly Duckling. Andersen was extremely popular in his
time, making friendships with royalty and writers like Charles Dickens while his works were translated into over
100 languages worldwide. Ironically, the work for which Andersen is best remembered was one of his least
popular at first. In 1835, Andersen published his Fairy Tales for the first time, but they sold poorly, even while
Andersen s novel Only a Fiddler fared well.
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