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In the Shadow of the Dam: The
Aftermath of the Mill River
Flood of 1874

By Elizabeth M. Sharpe

Free Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 304
pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.Early one May morning
in 1874, in the hills above Williamsburg, Massachusetts, a
reservoir dam suddenly burst, sending an avalanche of water
down a narrow river valley lined with factories and farms. In just
thirty minutes, the Mill River flood left 139 people dead and 740
homeless -- and a nation wondering how this terrible calamity
had happened. In this compelling tale of a man-made disaster
peopled with everyday heroes and arrogant scoundrels,
Elizabeth Sharpe opens a rare window into industry and village
life in nineteenth-century New England, a time when dam
failures and other industrial accidents were widespread and
laws favored factory owners rather than factory workers. In the
Mill Valley, the townsfolk depended upon generally benevolent
patriarchs who assured them that the dam was safe, when most
people could see that it was not. The story of the Mill River flood
is the story of those townsfolk: of George Cheney, the dam
keeper whose repeated warnings about leaks in the dam had
been ignored by the mill owners; of his wife, Elizabeth, who
watched in disbelief as the dam burst open from the bottom;...
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R eviews

A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. It can be rally fascinating throgh studying period of time. I am just
happy to explain how this is the very best ebook i actually have read within my individual existence and could be he
finest book for ever.
-- Cydney Ha nd  

Excellent e-book and useful one. It can be rally intriguing throgh looking at time period. Once you begin to read the
book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Pa squa le K locko    
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