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more important as the automatic devices or machines are designed to operate at higher and higher speeds. Of
the vast number of cams in use, in industrial manufacturing plants particularly, it is quite certain that a large
majority have been formed entirely by eye as a result of experience and successive trials and without recourse
to technical analysis or computation. The entire development of cam work has been practically individualistic
without a common thread of principle running through it all. This is in sharp contrast to the technical
development of the subject of toothed gearing, for example. Cams, considered on a scientific basis, have been
more neglected in engineering books than any other of the important branches of mechanism. Even the
nomenclature of the subject is in a chaotic state, and the same types of cams are known by various names in
different localities - some of them not far apart. This book on Elementary Cams has been prepared with a view
to gathering the various types of cams that are in common use in stone comprehensive and orderly manner,
and then pointing out how to design one of each class by selecting the form that will come nearest to giving the
desired velocity and acceleration to the follower. Simple arithmetical computations are made in advance to
determine the size of the cam necessary to avoid hard spots when in service. The present work includes...
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