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Renaissance this piece has a direct and obvious touch of the gouge and chisel which redeems its graceful lines
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conventionality. Rounded forms like grapes are laborious to complete in wood; the carver, therefore, patterned
them in faceted surfaces and allowed his chisel marks to decide the shapes of the fruits and their groupings.
The small borders quietly echo the motive of the central panel. The crozier case in tooled leather with the arms
of an Italian bishop is a rich piece of Gothic work. The heraldic unicorn and dragons are grotesques of the kind
so much relished by the old Gothic carvers and craftsmen. A sense of humour pervades the evident enjoyment
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