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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .ourselves. Our haven was Magpie Lake where there was a large camp.
About eleven we left Magpie Lake, and after a most delightful drive of five hours we reached the track again at
a place hereafter known to fame as Camp Desolation. The day is very bright and fine, and we thoroughly enjoy
our sixteen miles by daylight. Not to mention the scenery, which always charms and pleases, we have the
excitement of making our way over a very rough and very much drifted road. Upsets are a thing of constant
occurrence, but are a source of nothing but amusement, and howls of delight rise from the expectant
onlookers as some subtle snow bank claims its unwary victims. All the teamsters are expert with swear words,
and it is startling and forcible the way they use them. They seem to be a very rough lot, of all nations and
kindred, many Swedes, Finlanders, French, and in fact, as the foreman tells me, there are plenty of every
nationality but Christians. At Camp Desolation no trains await us as we expected, and we have to stand
shivering and hungry for three hours before the cars arrive, and then we find we have to ride one hundred and
seven miles in open flat cars. There is no help for it and we pack in as best we may. Each man has but one thin
government blanket and prepares for a cold night. Friday, April 3rd. The horrors of...
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