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indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 Excerpt: .literature, we mean mainly that of our own language. Our age can
hardly claim to be of that rare number which displays the ripe or rotten product of former periods. It is clearly
transitional, bridging the space between the un-original and unrighteous; respectability of the last century and-
-what? The answer to the weighty question contained in this last monosyllable may perhaps be in no wise more
approximately answered than by an examination of the seed-thoughts and seed-books of the present. Our
literature maintains its character as the index of the age in nothing more; completely than in its transitional
nature. Never was there less fixity in the canons of criticism or stability in the popular taste. The style which
yesterday was the keynote and model, to-day is obsolete, and meets with no mercy. Schools of philosophy, of
science, of poetry, of fiction, and of criticism, succeed and obliterate each other like waves of the sea. If
anywhere we might expect maturity, it would be in writing up the history of the past. But in less than a century
we have had the Gibbonian, the Macaulayan, the Carlylean, the Grotean and the Motleyan eras, not to speak of
the iconoclastic school of Niebuhr. Each of these, and more than we can mention, were hailed at their advent
as the perfect historical methods till the next supplanted it in the popular admiration. The fact is, that each has
revealed and supplied some deficiency in its predecessors, and has...
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