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the distance of the savage from the forest beasts which
surround him; and it is thro the medium of these, that human
nature is able to emerge from a rude and savage state to the
highest degree of culture and civilization; is able to advance
from the simple supply of its necessities to the enjoyment of
innumerable comforts, elegancies and luxuries; from ignorance
to a degree of knowledge which approximates man to a
superior class of beings. It is through the inventive faculties that
the social principle in man enjoys the advantages of sociality. By
the intercommunication of ideas, ignorant mortals acquire
degrees of knowledge that are an astonishment to themselves;
and by their combined efforts, weak mortals contrive and
execute plans, the importance and magnitude of which almost
exceed belief. Mountains are levelled into plains; barren wastes
rendered productive; unhealthy climes become salubrious;
nutrition...
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