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2009. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)557492880 Subject: Occupational training -- United States. Excerpt: . . . support for
their partnerships work, and by contracting with other organizations to carry out advocacy efforts. The
accomplishments reported by collaboratives included increased funding for training for low-income workers,
improved articulation agreements among educational institutions; new training programs and certifications;
and changes in employer practices such as pre-payment of tuition for incumbent workers to return to school,
employer funding for basic skills training, and greater flexibility in work schedules for incumbent workers
attending classes. E. Emerging Issues for the NFWS Initiative The experience of the first period of operation
highlighted a set of issues for NFWS as it moves forward. These can be grouped into four major areas: the
changed economic and political environment, the NFWS theory of change, supporting career advancement,
and defining and measuring success. The Changed Economic and Political Environment The severe recession
and new political environment have presented the collaboratives and workforce partnerships with challenges
and opportunities. Fundraising has become tougher in the face of budget cutbacks in many states and the
serious losses experienced by most foundations endowments. Employers previously motivated by labor and skill
shortages are struggling to keep their companies afloat and avoid layoffs; they have less time and motivation
to engage with the collaboratives and partnerships. Collaboratives have had to reexamine the sectors and
occupations they are targeting; several are looking at industries targeted by the federal American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act ( ARRA ), hoping these are more likely to have jobs. There are opportunities, as well. First
and foremost, there is the possibility of access to more...
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