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NORC, and ICF, Inc. , began the five-year evaluation in 1986. The preliminary plan calls for random assignment
to treatment or control groups of up to 30, 000 JTPA applicants in 20 service delivery areas. Followup interviews
are to be conducted about 18 months and 30 months after assignment. 7. As one report on the implementation
of JTPA put it, . . . after years of training programs, there is little new under the sun: there are only so many
ways to teach people to operate word processors and become carpenters. Grinker Associates, Inc. , An
Independent Sector Assessment of the Job Training Partnership Act, Final Report: Program Year 1985 (New
York, July 1986), pp. 115-116. 8. Local JTPA administrators, however, are reportedly making greater use of
commercial training schools and less of community-based organizations than did CETA administrators. See
Grinker Associates, Inc. , An Independent Sector Assessment, especially pp. 7 and 116-117. At least a half dozen
major evaluations of the impact of CETA on the earnings of its participants have been conducted, all using data
from the Continuous Longitudinal Manpower Survey (CLMS). The CLMS is a nationally representative survey of
individuals who were enrolled in employment and training activities conducted by local agencies under CETA.
Most of the evaluations have been based on members of the sample who enrolled in training or work
experience programs in 1975 or 1976. Interviews with these participants provided information about their
employment and earnings in the year before and in the...
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