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illustrated. 1834 edition. Excerpt: . . . people. Thus the kings are only conspicuous by their private conduct, or
rather, by their erimes and vices; for their virtues could only have been displayed in the administration of
government, and in this they had no part. To the pride of riches they added the consciousness of being above
the law; while the encouragements of the flatterers who surrounded them, especially of their Roman subjects,
who excelled the barbarians in the arts of intrigue, carried to an unheard-of pitch the corruption of these chiefs
of the people. It would be difficult to find, in any class of men, even among those whom public justice has
consigned to the hulks and the galleys, so many examples of atrocious crimes, assassinations, poisonings, and,
above all, fratricides, as these royal families afforded during the fifth, sixth, and seventh centuries. It would be
unjust to the nations they governed to judge of them by the example of their chiefs, who alone occupy a
conspicuous station in history. It is not the fact, that all feelings of respect for virtue, love of kindred,
compassion for inferiors, --in a word, that justice and humanity were generally extinct among the barbarians,
notwithstanding all the horrors we find in their annals, and of which we have suggested but a small part. But
these nations were accustomed to consider their kings as a race apart, distinguished from themselves by their
long hair; a race not subject to the same laws, nor moved...
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