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Excerpt: . . . merit. But this son of Jephunneh shines out as the noblest of the three. He was a bright particular
star. Perchance we may reflect in our lives the gracious light of this ancient life. i. Caleb Was A Foreigner By
Birth. His father, Jephunneh, is described as the Kenezite. The Kenezites were outside the pale of the chosen
people. Thus Caleb was not of Israelitish birth or descent. He was of an alien people. Smiths Dictionary
admirably speaks of Caleb as one of the first fruits of the gentile harvest of which Jethro, Rahab, Ruth, Naaman
and many others were samples and signs. Yet this man, a stranger to Israel by birth, became one of Israels most
illustrious ornaments. In spirit and service he was an Israelite indeed. Israel might well be proud of him. Moses
and Joshua delighted to honour him. Disadvantaged by birth, he broke his births invidious bar, and achieved
greatly. Caleb, a foreigner as to nativity, was an ideal Israelite in character. The son of the Kenezite was a true
son of God. The man was grander than his lineage. So it may be with every man and woman of unpropitious
birth. Temporally and spiritually no adverse descent need prevent a glorious ascent. You are a son of a Kenezite
but you may be lord of Hebron yet. You were not free born, but God waits to put the price of freedom in your
hands. Your parents were not of Israel, but you,...
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