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hearing children provides a guide for teachers and parents who want to introduce signing in hearing children s
language development. Marilyn Daniels provides a complete explanation for its use, a short history of sign
language and its primary role within the Deaf community, an identification of the steps to reading success
delineated with suggestions for incorporating sign language, and finally the results of studies and reactions of
children, teachers, and parents. She shows how sign language can be used to improve hearing children s
English vocabulary, reading ability, spelling proficiency, self-esteem, and comfort with expressing emotions.
Signing also facilitates communication, aids teachers with classroom management, and has been shown to
promote a more comfortable learning environment while initiating an interest and enthusiasm for learning on
the part of students. Sign language is shown to be an effective agent to accelerate literacy in hearing children
from babyhood through sixth grade. A comprehensive exploration of the physiological rationale for the
educational advantage sign carries is presented. Overlapping integrated brain activities are incited by
movement, vision, meaning, memory, play and the hand itself when sign language is used. Recent findings
clearly indicate this bilingual approach with hearing children activates brain growth and development.
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